Department of Special Programs

Juvenile Justice Support Office
Your District Liaison to the Juvenile Court

Exceptional Student Education Presentations
April 5, 6, 8, & 11, 2005



What is it
we do?



Juvenile Justice System

* Delinquency

— Conduct educational reviews at the request of
the court

— Confer with students and parents/guardians
— Consult with schools
— Provide feedback to schools & the court

— Assist students with selecting and enrolling in
school programs

— Testify on school districts behalf



Juvenile Justice System

* Dependency

— Facilitate in and out-of area transfers for
students under DCF supervision

— Convey information to and from the courts to
appropriate school staff

— Confer with guardians, GAL, and DCF
— Conduct educational assessments
— Follow-up on cases



The Students we Serve

* The most at risk population within Miami-
Dade County Public Schools

— ESE students

— Students with open Delinquency and
Dependency cases

— Students in transition and high mobility
— Students in crisis

— Students with no stability

— Students with poor school attendance



Education
Dependency
Action

Team
(EDAT)



EDAT Mission

» Cooperative venture between Miami-Dade
County Public Schools (M-DCPS) &
Department of Children and Families
(DCF)

« M-DCPS & DCF staff co-located

» Clearinghouse for all school & DCF
personnel

* Timely Response



EDAT
CONTACT INFORMATION

 Hotline number 305-634-0315

« FAX 305-635-1871

e 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Advantages of DCF Flag

« |dentification of high risk population

« Target group for services

 Confirmation of DCF status



Juvenile Court Contact Person

* Two designees in every school

* One Administrator & one from Student
Services

 Published on M-DCPS website



District Staff

Department of Special Programs

Mark E. Zaher, Director
305-995-2710
Mzaher@dadeschools.net

Juvenile Justice Support Office

Donna Griffin, Department Chairperson
305-633-4950
dgriffin@dadeschools.net

District Court Liaisons
Doree Benson
Andrew Davis
Arely Hernandez-Alvarez (JAC)

Donzaleigh McKinney
Nicolas Pinchinat, EDAT
Helen Brown, EH/SED Case Manager


mailto:Mzaher@dadeschools.net

How to Reach Us

* Telephone 305-633-4950

« FAX 305-633-5812
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